
L E A G U E  O F  W O M E N  V O T E R S  I N F O R M A T I O N  S E R V I C E

METRO NEWS
Fall  2014
   
 
 
 Vol. 36, No.4

 

      LWV/P-D Voters Guide for Nov. 2014 Election        
 
 The League of Women Voters of St. Louis and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Stltoday.com and the Suburban 
Journals have again joined forces to provide a Voters Guide for the November 4th election. It will be published as an 
insert in the newspaper Oct. 24th. The Guide will  also be available at www.lwvstl.org and www.stltoday.com at the 
League office by Oct. 22nd and at many locations in the area, including Schnucks, libraries, YWCAs, and Starbucks.  
More than 10,000 copies will be available throughout the community.   Candidates were contacted from the six-county 
area and the City of St. Louis; responses from candidates and information on local  and state-wide ballot issues are 
included in the Guide.
 This successful effort of providing three voters guides -- for April, August and November elections -- has been 
possible because of the many League volunteers who have helped meet deadlines to provide a valuable community 
resource. The last step is the distribution of the 10,000 + copies.  If you’re available  to help with this effort, email  or call 
the office league@lwvstl.org or (314) 961-6869. 

STATE WIDE  - FOUR Constitutional Amendments on Nov. 4th Ballot                 
simple majority required

#2 Missouri Evidence in Sexual Crimes Against Minors                                                                                   

Ballot language:  “Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended so that it will be permissible to allow relevant evidence of prior 
criminal acts to be admissible in prosecutions for crimes of a sexual nature involving a victim under eighteen years of age?  If 
more resources are needed to defend increased prosecutions additional costs to governmental entities could be at least $1.4 

million annually, otherwise the fiscal impact is expected to be limited.”

Fair ballot language (provided by the Secretary of State):
A “yes” vote will amend the Missouri Constitution to allow evidence of prior criminal acts, whether charged or uncharged, to 
be considered by courts in prosecutions of sexual  crimes that involve a victim under 18 years of age. The amendment limits 
the use of such prior acts to support the victim’s testimony or show that the person charged is more likely to commit the 
crime. Further the judge may exclude such prior acts if the value of considering them is substantially outweighed by the 
possibility of unfair prejudice to the person charged with committing the crime.
A “no” vote will not amend the constitution regarding the use of evidence of prior criminal acts to prosecute sexual crimes.  
If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes.

Proponents say: This amendment would allow evidence that could determine whether someone is likely to be a repeat 
offender in sexual  assaults or child molestation.  In a 2008 poll, 98% of respondents believed that offenders will repeat.  
Evidence shows that the recidivism rate is 13% for incest, 24% for rapists.
Opponents say: We already have precedent that allows admission of such evidence in particular circumstances, particularly 
in sentencing hearings. The actual recidivism rate is much lower than the public believes, 13% for incest and 24% for rape.

# 3 Missouri Teacher Performance Evaluation

Ballot language:  ““Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to
• Require teachers to be evaluated by a standards based performance evaluation system for which each local school 

district must receive state approval to continue receiving state and local funding;
• Require teachers to be dismissed, retained, demoted, promoted and paid primarily using quantifiable student 

performance data as part of the evaluation system;
       •    Require teachers to enter into contracts of three years or fewer with public school districts; and prohibit teachers 
            from organizing or collectively bargaining regarding the design and implementation of the teacher evaluation system?”  
                
              (cont. on p. 6)
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LWV Candidate Forums 
Meetings are being planned for: 
24th District State Senator
Candidates:  Jill Schupp (Dem), John R. Ashcroft (Rep), & Jim Higgins (Lib)

2nd U.S. Congressional District 
Candidates:  Arthur Lieber (Dem), Ann Wagner (Rep), & Bill Slantz (Lib) 

Meetings already held: 15th Ward Alderman, City of St. Louis and 90th District 
State House of Representatives.

Please call the League office: 314-961-6869 or check the website: 
www.lwvstl.org for dates, times and locations and information                                          

on possible additional forums.

Leaguers be a part of the exciting fall election season
The November elections are right around the corner, and the League has been asked to 
coordinate and moderate several Candidate Forums.  The League has a rich tradition of 
providing this non-partisan education service to the community.  In order to continue this 
tradition, we need volunteers to serve as Moderators, Timers, and Card Collectors.  Please 
check with Pat Jones for volunteer opportunities.  You can contact her at:  314-807-8346 or 
email at PatJones@lwvstl.org

Thank you to all who have volunteered for previous Forums, and who are willing to help 
during this 2014 Fall Season.
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VIRGINIA MINOR -
Women’s Suffrage
Activist Inducted into the 
Hall of Famous 
Missourians - 
Sept.10 at the Capitol.
Standing next to the 
statue: (lt. to rt.) 
LWVSTL Co-Presidents: 
Linda McDaniel & 
Kathleen Farrell.
Anna Mennerick,  LWV 
Stl Executive Director, 
LWVStl board members 
Catherine Stenger, and 
Marty Ott also attended 

Minor was a tireless advocate for women’s right to 
vote.  She organized and was the first president of 
the Woman Suffrage Association of Missouri. Born 
in Virginia, she died in St. Louis in 1894 and is 
buried in Bellefontaine Cemetery.

L e a g u e m e m b e r s 
were some of the 
generous contributors 
to the  sculpture.  
Information on Minor 
& and Hall of Famous 
Missourians: http://
www.missourinet.com/
2014/09/13/suffragist-
virginia-minor-joins-
h a l l - o f - f a m o u s -
missourians/virginia-
louisa-minor/

FROM the Co-Presidents 
    Catherine Stenger approached a 
woman at the Urban League’s Job Fair in 
Ferguson last month and asked her if 
she was registered to vote. The woman 
turned to the League table and said 
quietly:  “People died so that I could vote.  
I never miss an election.” Her statement, 
so simple and eloquent has guided our 
actions this fall.  Nothing is so basic in 
our democracy as the right to vote.  We 
are all equal in that act.  One person, no 
matter how humble or powerful, one 
vote.
     The League is working hard this fall  to 
protect that right and expand the number 
of people in our community who think 
they have a reason to exercise it.  We 
have the opportunity to select those who 
represent us in Congress and the state 
legislature. And there are four proposed 
Missouri  constitutional amendments, 
three of which the League opposes: 
teacher evaluation based on student 
performance on standardized tests, 
limitation of the governor’s budgetary 
powers, and a sham early voting 
measure.
     It is only early October, but we have 
already distributed over 3,000 ballot 
issue information handouts. Our 
Speaker’s Bureau has prepared League 
members with power points, research 
materials, and speaker training. The 
Voters Guide is in process, we are 
conducting candidate forums with record 
attendance, and we are holding more 
voter registration events than ever 
before.  
     These activities are second nature to 
us. But sometimes in the election season 
frenzy we forget how rare real political 
participation is these days. After a 
September 29th forum in St. Louis City’s 
15th Ward, one attendee wrote to us:   “I 
just wanted to congratulate you for 
organizing such a terrific  forum last 
evening for the aldermanic candidates in 
St. Louis’ 15th Ward. It represented what 
democracy should be all  about – 
engaged candidates, open discussion, 
politeness among the candidates and 
audience, and an engaged public. It’s not 
easy to put that together. I truly respect 
what you and the League did.”
  Recent events in Ferguson have 
demonstrated how important it is to 
rebuild your democracy from the local 
level up.  We are embarking on new 
initiatives this year to help our local 
commun i t ies bu i ld p ipe l ines o f 
committed citizens willing to serve in 
public office, educate newly registered 
v o t e r s a b o u t l o c a l  a n d s t a t e 
government, and get out the vote.
     Many in our community feel as if they 
don’t have a stake in their democracy.  
We must persuade them that they do if 
we are to make a difference.

Linda C. McDaniel    Kathleen Farrell
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U.S. Senate no election in 

Missouri In 2014

State Auditor - only statewide 
office 4-year term

Democratic
No candidate filed
Republican
Tom Schweich - St. Louis 63105
Libertarian
Sean O’Toole  - KC 64123
Constitution
Rodney Farthing -Salem 65560

U.S. Representatives
2 - year Term

Dist. 1
Democratic
Lacy Clay - St. Louis 63112
Republican
Daniel J. Elder - St. Louis 63104
Libertarian
Robb E. Cunningham -St. Ann 63074

Dist. 2
Democratic
Arthur Lieber -St. Louis 63141
Republican
Ann Wagner - Ballwin 63011
Libertarian
Bill Slantz - St. Charles 63303

St. Louis County Executive
 4 Year term  
         Democratic                     
STEVE STENGER - 63123           
 Republican                                                   
RICK STREAM - 63122        
 Libertarian                       
THEO "TED" BROWN Sr. - 63137  
 Constitution              
JOE PASSANISE - 63141

Prosecuting Attorney 
 Democratic 
ROBERT P. MCCULLOCH - 63122   
Republican - No candidate filed

County Assessor
Democratic 
Jake Zimmerman - 63132
Republican 
Andrew Ostrowski - M. Htgs. 63043
 ___________________

Absentee Balloting NOW open

          County Council
           4-year term   
odd numbered districts- 

 1st District
Democratic 
HAZEL M. ERBY 63132
Republican No candidate filed 

 3rd District 
Democratic - No candidate filed 
Republican 
COLLEEN WASINGER  63131
 
 5th District 
Democratic  
PAT DOLAN  63117 
Republican 
JENNIFER BIRD 63126

 7th District 
Democratic 
STEVE E. BIGGS - Eureka 63025
Republican   
MARK  A. HARDER  - Ballwin 63011

St. Louis City
22nd Judicial Circuit
     Circuit Judges - 6 year term

Div. 2 - David L. Dowd
Div. 4 - Julian L. Bush
Div. 7 - John J. Riley
Div. 8 - Michael F. Stelzer
Div. 13 - Steven R. Ohmer
Div. 15 - Elizabeth Byrne Hogan
Div. 23 - Timothy J. Wilson

Associate Circuit Judges 
             - 4 year term 
 22nd District
Div. 14 - Paula Perkins Bryant
Div. 24 - Michael  W. Noble
Div. 25 - Theresa Counts Burke
Div. 28 - Barbara Tina Peebles
Div. 29 - Christopher E. McGraugh
  
     

                  VOTE      
         Tues. Nov. 4          
Polls open  6 am - 7 pm

Judicial Ballot
St. Louis City & County

“Shall Judge…. be retained in office?”

Board of Education -  St. Louis  
(FOUR YEAR TERM - VOTE for TWO)
DONNA R. JONES 63136
WILLIAM [BILL] HAAS  63108

Charter Amendment - St. Louis
Shall Section 4 of Article XVIII of the 
Charter of the City of St. Louis be 
amended to add paragraph (e), which 
provides for the enactment of an 
ordinance establishing a veterans' 
preference to honorably discharged 
members of the armed services of the 
United States upon successfully passing 
a civil service examination for civil 
service positions with the City?

Section 4. Ordinances to be enacted - 
The mayor and aldermen shall provide 
by ordinance:
(e) Veterans' Preference. For a 

preference to be granted to honorably 
discharged members of the armed 
services of the United States who 
successfully pass an examination for 
a civil service position.

   Yes - for amendment, No - against 

  
MO Supreme Court - 12 year term
 Laura Denvir Stith, 
 Paul Campbell WIlson

MO Court of Appeals – Eastern Dist.       
   12 year term   
 Angela Turner Quigless,
      Lisa S. Van Amburg
St. Louis County
21st Judicial Circuit
Circuit Judges -6 year term
Div. 1 – Robert S. Cohen
Div. 2 – Maura B. McShane
Div. 8 – Thomas DePriest Jr.
Div. 12 – Steven H. Goldman
Div. 14 – Kristine Allen Kerr
Div. 15 –John D. Werner Jr.

Associate Circuit Judges - 4 year term
Div. 31 – Mary Elizabeth Ott
Div. 36 – Ellen Hannigan Ribaudo
Div. 38 – Lawrence J. Permuter
Div. 39 – Patrick Clifford
Div. 40 – Dennis N. Smith
Div. 41 – Judy Preddy Draper 

  Registration Closes - Oct. 6.       
( p. 5  information contacts)
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November 2014 State Senate & Representative Races 
State Senate  
4- year term

even-numbered districts

Dist. 4 - StL City & Co.
Democratic
Joseph (Joe) Keaveny  - StL 63130
Republican - Courtney Blunt - 
StL 63116

Dist. 14 - StL Co.
Democratic
Maria N. Chappelle-Nadal  63130
Republican - No candidate filed

Dist. 24 - StL Co.
Democratic
Jill Schupp - StL 63141
Republican
John R. Ashcroft - StL 63146
Libertarian 
Jim Higgins - StL 63146

Dist. 26 StL Co. & Franklin Co.
Democratic
Lloyd Klinedinst - Villa Ridge 63089
Republican
Dave Schatz - Sullivan 63080

State Representatives
Dist. 66 - StL City & Co.
Democratic
Tommie Pierson - StL 63137
Republican
John Saxton - StL 63137

Dist. 67 - StL Co.
Democratic
Alan Green - Flo. 63033
Republican
Dwayne A Strickland - Flo. 63034
Libertarian
Jeff Coleman - Flo. 63034

Dist. 68 - StL Co.
Democratic
Keith English - Flo. 63031
Republican
Rekha (Becky) Sharma - Flo. 
63033

Dist. 69 StL Co.
Democrat
Margo McNeil - Flo. 63031
Republican
John Vahey - Flo. 63031

    Dist. 70 - StL Co.
Democratic
Bill Otto - M. Hts. 63043
Republican
Joe Corica - M. Hts. 63043

Dist. 71 - StL Co.
Democratic
Sue Meredith - StL 63146
Republican 
Jim Cain - StL 63146

Dist. 72 - StL Co.
Democratic 
Mary Nichols - M. Hts. 63043
Republican 
Paul Berry - M. Hts. 63043

Dist. 73 - StL Co.
Democratic
Courtney Allen Curtis - StL 63134
Republican
No candidate filed
 
Dist. 74 - StL Co.
Democratic
Sharon L. Pace - StL 63121
Republican 
No candidate filed

Dist. 75 - StL Co.
Democratic
Rochelle Walton Gray - Flo. 63033
Republican - No candidate filed
 
Dist. 76 StL
Democratic
Joshua Peters - StL 63115
Republican - No candidate filed
-    Dist. 77 - StL
Democratic
Kimberly M Gardner - StL 63115
Republican - No candidate filed

Dist. 78  - StL 
Democratic 
Penny V. Hubbard - StL 63106 
Republican 
John Hubb - StL 63104
 
Dist. 79 - StL 
Democratic 
Michael Butler - StL 63110 
Republican -
Robert Vroman - StL 63103

Dist. 80 - StL 
Democratic 
Mike Colona - StL 63116 
Republican 
Michael Huett - StL 63116
 
Dist. 81 - StL 
Democratic 
Jacob W. Hummel - StL 63116 
Libertarian
Lisa Schaper - StL 63111

Dist. 82 - StL 
Democratic 
Michele Kratky - StL 63109 
Republican 
Jake Koehr- StL 63109

Dist. 83 - StL & Co. 
Democratic 
Gina Mitten - StL 63117 
Republican 
Jeremy Buckingham- StL 63119
Libertarian
Andrew Bolin - StL 63144

Dist. 84 - StL 
Democratic 
Karla May - StL 63115 
Republican - No candidate filed 

Dist. 85 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
Clem Smith-StL 63121 
Republican - No candidate filed 
 
Dist. 86 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
Joe Adams - StL 63130
Republican - No candidate filed 

Dist. 87 - StL Co.
Democratic
Stacey Newman- StL 63117
Republican - No candidate filed

Dist. 88 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
Tracy McCreery- StL - 63132 
Republican 
Raymond Chandler - StL 63141

Dist. 89 - StL Co. 
Democratic
Al Gerber - StL 63131
Republican 
John J. Diehl,Jr. - StL 63131
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Dist. 90 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
Deb Lavender - StL 63122 
Republican 
Gina Jaksetic - StL 63122

Dist. 91 - StL & StL Co. 
Democratic 
Jeanne Kirkton - StL 63119 
Republican 
Michael  Peters - StL 63126

Dist. 92 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
Genise Montecillo - StL 63123 
Republican 
Al Faulstich -StL 63128
 
Dist. 93 -StL & Co.
Democratic  
Bob Burns - StL 63123 
Republican 
Garrett Mees - StL 63125

Dist. 94 - StL Co. 
Democratic  
Vicki Lorenz Englund - StL 63123 
Republican 
Cloria Brown - StL 63125 

Dist. 95 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
No candidate filed
Republican 
Marsha Haefner - StL 63129 

Dist. 96 - StL Co. 
Democratic - No candidate filed 
Republican 
Mike Leara - StL 63128 
Constitution
Cynthia (Cindy) Redburn StL 63128

Dist. 97 -StL Co. & Jefferson 
Co.
Democratic
Tom Dohack -Arnold 63010
Republican
John McCaherty - High Ridge 
63049

Dist. 98  - StL Co. & Jeff. Co. 
Democratic - No candidate filed 
Republican 
Shamed Dogan - Ballwin 63021

State  Representative Races (cont. from p. 4)
Dist. 110 - StL Co. & Franklin Co. 
Democratic - No candidate filed 
Republican 
Kirk Mathews - Pacific 63069 
  

ELECTION CONTACTS:
League: email league@lwvstl.org, 
314 - 961-6869
League website: www.lwvstl.org
Missouri Secretary of State:
http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections
http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/2014/
ballot/

St. Louis City Board of Election 
Commissioners:
300 N. Tucker 
St. Louis, MO 63101 (314) 622-4336 
http://www.stlelections.com              
POLL WORKER INFO.                      
http://www.stlelections.com/index.php?
option=com_rsform&Itemid=78 to submit 
your name and for more information or 
call (314) 622-4336.

St. Louis County Board of Election 
Commissioners
12 Sunnen Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63143 (314) 615-1800 
http://www.stlouisco.com/elections  
POLL WORKER INFO. http://
www.stlelections.com/home/main/
volunteer/application form

Political Party Contacts in Missouri 
(Registered with the Secretary of State of 
Missouri) http://www.sos.mo.gov/
elections/04contactparties.asp

 Pollworkers Needed: 
St. Louis County

  Election Board is in need of election poll 
workers to staff 450 polling places for the 
countywide elections throughout the year. 
  In order to serve, you must declare one 
of the two major political  parties and be 
a registered voter in the County.
  A paid position, it includes a required 
training class as well as Election Day. 
The Election Day begins at 5:00 a.m. and 
ends after the polls close at 7:00 p.m.
 If you would like any additional 
information on becoming an election 
official, you can either   
A) Complete and submit the online form, 
http://www.stlouisco.com/elections/
JUDGES.html or call 615-1865, 
B) Print page online, fill out the form by 
hand, cut it out and mail to:

Judges Department
The St. Louis County Election Board

12 Sunnen Drive
St. Louis, MO   63143 

C) Call 314-615-1865 or 314-615-1840. 
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Dist. 99 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
William H. (BIll) Pinkston - Manchester 
63011 
Republican 
Andrew Koenig - Manchester 63021 

Dist. 100 - StL Co. 
Democratic - No candidate filed 
Republican 
Sue Allen - Chesterfield 63017 

Dist. 101 - StL Co. 
Democratic 
Candace Farmer - Ballwin 63011
Republican
Don Gosen - Chesterfield 63017

City/Co. Candidates St. Louis
Collector of Revenue
GREGORY F.X. DALY  Democrat 

License Collector 
MAVIS (Tessa) THOMPSON 
Democrat
DON DE VITO Green 
 
Recorder of Deeds 
SHARON QUIGLEY CARPENTER 
Democrat 
ERIK SHELQUIST Republican  
JENNIFER FLORIDA Green            

Municipal, School Dist., Fire Dist. Ballot Issues
Bel-Ridge - * Prop. M - hotel license 
fee raised to $25 per room per year.     
* Prop P - parking lot license fee raised 
to $5 per space per year.
Berkeley - Ward 2 to fill vacancy
nonpartisan 2 candidates for 1 seat.
* Calverton Park- Prop. 1 - yes or no
Village to become 4th class city to take 
effect Nov. 24, 2014
**Maplewood - Prop. F -  $6 mi GOB
fire house construction and related 
facilities and equipment.
* Olivette Prop. 1 - Amending City 
Charter re: parks protection - yes/no
* Wellston - Mayor to fill  unexpired 
term  to April  2018, 7 candidates.                   
** Woodson Terr. - Prop. C - $1.5 mi 
GOB for construction, furnishing & 
equipping community center
 

**Parkway School Dist. - Prop. S
$94 mi. GOB, $.15 @$100 AV., 
if approved adjusted tax rate increase 
from $.34 to $.49 @$100 AV. for 
furnishing, equipping, repairs, 
renovations, additions to school 
facilities.
*Florissant Valley FP District -
Prop. A - up to $.40 @$100 AV
for support and maintenance of 
present level  of ambulance & fire 
services.
** Maryland Hts. FP District - 
Prop. B - $19 mi. in bonds, 
purchasing real  property, equipping 
f i r e s t a t i o n s ; p u r c h a s i n g & 
equipping ambulances and stations.
*  simple majority required.
** 4/7 majority required.  GOB - 
general obligation bonds
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Mauris egestas lacus sit ame
Vivamus pulvinar, purus ultricies ultrices ullamcorper, dolor diam euismod 
nisl, vel consectetuer eros mi sit amet lorem.

— Quisque Massa
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State Amendments -- (cont. from p. 1) 

Fiscal impact:
Decisions by school districts regarding provisions allowed or 
required by this proposal and their implementation will 
influence the potential  costs or savings impacting each 
district. Significant potential costs may be incurred by the 
state and/or the districts if new/additional  evaluation 
instruments must be developed to satisfy the proposal’s 
performance evaluation requirements.

Explanation: This constitutional amendment would mandate 
rules to be applied statewide concerning how teachers are 
evaluated, hired, paid, retained, promoted and dismissed.  

• Local  districts would have to use state-approved 
standards-based evaluation systems.

• Hiring, pay and retention would be based on 
student performance (standardized test scores).

• Teacher contracts would be limited to 3 years.
• No collective bargaining regarding teacher 

evaluations.

Proponents say: It will  enable districts to evaluate teachers 
every 3 years. Poorly performing teachers can be removed; 
good ones kept. It protects collective bargaining for salary, 
benefits, and working conditions. It will  improve quality of 
education.

Opponents say: It takes away local control. It mandates a 
one size fits all  approach instead of treating students as 
individuals. It requires more standardized testing, leading to 
more “teaching to the test.” It is more costly due to more 
tests. Current system allows for removal of poor teachers 
through regular monitoring and evaluation system.

# 6  Early Voting
Ballot language:  “Shall the Missouri Constitution be 

amended to permit voting in person or by mail for a period of 
six business days prior to and including the Wednesday before 

the Election Day in all general elections but only if the 
legislature and the governor appropriate and disburse funds to 
pay for the increased costs of such voting? State governmental 
entities estimated startup costs of about $2 million and costs to 

reimburse local election authorities of at least $100,000 per 
election.  Local election authorities estimated higher 

reimbursable costs per election. Those costs will depend on 
the compensation, staffing, and, planning decisions of election 

authorities with the total costs being unknown. 

Fair ballot language (provided by the Secretary of State):    
A “yes” vote will  amend the Missouri  Constitution to permit 
voters, in years when the legislature provides funding, an early 
voting period of six business days prior to and including the 
Wednesday before Election Day to cast a ballot in all general 
elections. This amendment does not allow early voting on 
Saturday or Sunday.

 A “no” vote will  not amend the Missouri Constitution to provide 
all voters with a six-business day early voting period.    If passed, 
this measure will have no impact on taxes, but only if the 
legislature and the governor appropriate and disburse funds to 
pay for the increased costs of such voting. 

Explanation: This constitutional amendment would set up 
rules for early voting in Missouri.

• Early voting may take place for six business days 
prior to the election (at boards of election offices 
during normal business hours only).  No other 
locations may be used. 

          

• Early voting is prohibited on weekends.
       •      Early voting may only take place if the legislature  
                chooses to provide funds to pay for it.

• Absentee voting system will remain as is.
Proponents say:
Missouri is one of only 7 states in the nation that currently 
does not allow early voting in some form (we do allow 
absentee voting). This would put in place a reasonable early 
voting system. The rules for voting are uniform throughout 
the state.  Funding remains under legislative control.

Opponents say: 
This is not a real  early voting system.  There is no voting 
during the week prior to the election, no extended hours, and 
no voting on weekends.  It is for 6 days only. The proposed 
system is more restrictive than 29 other states, including 
Iowa, Kansas, Illinois, and Arkansas. The legislature can 
eliminate early voting by refusing to fund it. Because this is a 
constitutional  amendment, it will be very difficult to put a real 
early voting system in Missouri in the future.

#10 Missouri Gubernatorial Budgetary Recommendations
Ballot language:  “Shall the Missouri Constitution be 

amended to require the governor to pay the public debt, to 
prohibit the governor from relying on revenue from 

legislation not yet passed when proposing a budget, and to 
provide a legislative check on the governor’s decisions to 

restrict funding for education and other state services?  
State governmental entities expect no direct costs or 

savings. Local governmental entities expect an unknown 
fiscal impact.”

Fair ballot language (provided by the Secretary of State):
A “yes” vote will amend the Missouri  Constitution regarding 
the requirements placed on the governor for proposing a 
state budget and for withholding money appropriated in the 
budget passed by the legislature. This amendment 
prohibits the governor from reducing funding passed by the 
general assembly without receiving legislative consent, and 
provides certain other restrictions on the governor’s ability 
to increase or decrease line items in the budget. This 
amendment further prohibits the governor from proposing a 
budget that relies on revenue from legislation that has not 
yet passed in the general assembly.

Explanation:  This amendment places a number of 
limitations on the Governor’s powers to propose a state 
budget and to allocate state funds without legislative 
consent.

• Governor cannot reduce or withhold funding 
passed by the legislature without legislative 
consent.

• Governor cannot change line items in the budget 
without legislative approval.

• Governor cannot use revenue in a budget proposal 
if the legislation to provide the revenue has not yet 
been passed by the legislature.

Proponents say: The governor should not have “unchecked 
power” to decide how money gets spent. Governor Nixon has 
withheld funding authorized by the legislature in the past. The 
legislature should control the budget.
Opponents say: The governor is responsible for a 
balanced budget. The current system works well. Governors in 
all states except Maryland have this power because it is 
necessary. Governor Nixon reduced line items when revenues 
were down and expenditures needed to be cut.
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